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The financial mechanisms were established in 2004 in connection with the
historic enlargement of the European Union and of the European Economic Area
(EEA), which brings together the EU, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway in the
Internal Market. Through the mechanisms a wide range of public authorities
and institutions, organisations and businesses across Central and Southern
The implementation of the  Europe are eligible for grant support to realise projects in the public benefit.
EEA Financial Mechanism

and of the Norwegian Financial Mechanism is based on close cooperation between the
donor states — Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway — and the beneficiary states, with the Fi-
nancial Mechanism Office in Brussels (FMO), Belgium, acting as the day-to-day secretariat.

In each beneficiary state a national Focal Point is set up as
the co-ordinating authority. These national contact points
are responsible for announcing calls for proposals and for
prioritising among the applications submitted by potential
project promoters in the country. The prioritised applica-
tions for each call are forwarded by the beneficiary state
to the FMO for a detailed appraisal and for screening by
the European Commission (EC).

Finally, the donor states make a decision on each application. This decision is based
on a grant recommendation by the FMQ, the opinion of the beneficiary state and
a screening by the EC.




ICELAND

NORWAY

ESTONIA

/L\'«..’
LATVIA

LITHUANIA

N

POLAND

CZECH REP.

\HUNGAV
S\[iNIA . _ an— ROMANIA

BULGARIA
L — 7




FLEXIBLE PROJECT ASSISTANCE

The EEA and Norwegian Financial Mechanisms offer grant assistance in the form of individual projects,
programmes and block grants ("funds”). Public or private sector bodies or NGOs constituted as a legal
entity in the beneficiary states and operating in the public interest can apply for project support.
Institutions from Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway can participate as project partners.

Individual projects are the most common form of support under the financial mecha-
nisms, and applicants apply for assistance to individual projects under the calls for proposals
announced by the beneficiary states. Individual projects have a minimum grant threshold of

€250,000.

Programmes are defined as a “group of projects” and this instrument may be used to support
several projects that share a common geographic or sectoral theme. Once approved, the implemen-
tation of programmes will be coordinated by a designated intermediary in the beneficiary state.

Block grant, usually referred to as funds, are established within the beneficiary state to channel support in
accordance with the needs and requirements of specific groups or activities, such as funds for NGOs, scholarships
or research. Once approved, the funds are operated by a designated intermediary in the beneficiary state.

Projects will be supported within the priority sectors for:
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¥ Academic research

Conservation of European cultural heritage

m Development of human resources
o

‘; o Health and childcare

Implementation of acquis communautaire

Cross-cutting objectives: Bilateral relations
Gender equality

Moare detailed information about the application procedure, the co-financing requirements, as well as the.app._ffc_a'tion-'

‘ """ Protection of the environment

W

E Regional policy and cross-border activities

Sustainable development

Schengen acquis and strengthening the judiciary

Good governance
Sustainable development







